
An Investment In The Future & The Environment
Looks Better Than Ever

 
President, Matthew Rix, has always been a forward thinker, landing just outside of the metaphorical
box.  He is constantly looking for new and interesting ways to both engage staff and employees but
also to captivate the external audiences.  He has recently endeavoured to reduce the size of
Matcom’s carbon footprint, something not many in this field have even attempted.  

The machinery moving industry doesn’t exactly have the most eco-friendly business model.  We
often need the help of large trailers and transports coupled with diesel and gas-powered tools and
forklifts in order to move large pieces of machinery.  That doesn’t mean it is impossible though, it
just means Matt had his job cut out for him! Looking beyond vehicles first, Rix started by
transforming and upgrading their 400 ton gantry to electric.  A gantry is typically gas or propane
and can cause quite the strain, environmentally. 

He then turned his attention to the fleet of 40 vehicles that are on the road and vowed to replace
vehicles with electric where it made sense.  The star of the show, and the first electric vehicle was
the Ford Mustang 2021 MACH-E.  Rix uses this as his main vehicle, being the guinea pig is fun!
Testing the electric vehicle throughout his commute from Hamilton to Vaughan daily, he has gotten
to know exactly how far he can go on one charge and which ‘modes’ best support this commute. 
 As would be expected, the hardest part of this project was calculating how far the battery charge
will last and where the ‘fast charges’ are.  Another factor that came into play was exterior
temperature.  When the temperature drops, so does the battery range.  

Part of this pilot program was to make Matcom an inclusive place for those visiting with an electric
vehicle.  We did this by adding two EV charging stations at the main entrance.  Not only does this
serve to charge our new vehicle, but it will also encourage employees to go electric, as they know
they will be supported.   You may be thinking what is one car going to do, as mentioned, this was
part of our pilot program, and we have much larger plans on the heels of this Mustang.  Arriving
early spring are the two FULLY electric pick-up trucks that we just got approved to order. The 2
2022 FORD F-150 LIGHTNINGs will be placed out in the field as fleet vehicles.  This will be the
largest challenge yet, as they need to go to several sites across the GTHA, leaving little to no time to
top up on a charge while out.  That being said, the Mustang has taught us it can go further than we
ever considered!

With the fleet of vehicles attended to, as the largest concern environmentally, Rix then turned his
sights to the Fleet of forklifts. When he started this project, there was already one 35,000 lb electric
forklift on the fleet as electric forklifts have been infiltrating the industry for a while.  The real news
is Matcom has signed on with partner Custom Mobile Equipment to be part of a testing program
for electric batteries in two heavy electric forklifts with the capacity of 35,000 lbs and 60,000 Ibs. 
 The hope is to eventually replace these propane guzzlers with their electric counterparts to reduce
Matcom’s impact on the environment. 

This undertaking is not something that will be done in a few weeks or even a few years.  A true
commitment to bettering the future, means not trying to do it overnight.  It means understanding
the process and the gains and losses that need to be made along the way.  Most pilot projects
never leave the pilot stage because the creator hasn’t taken into account the struggle and longevity.  
This is something that Rix is very much aware of, and excited to face head on.  


